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soccer program
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RIC campus teeming with technology
Electronic learning clicking
with educators

Remodeled physics lab brings
science to life
BY

Alison Strandberg
Staff Writer

H

igh school physics can
evoke some unpleasant
classroom memories.
Former students may recall feeling
overwhelmed with formulas and
complex mathematical concepts.
Many students who completed
the required courses never really
grasped the big picture behind
physics – that it is the study of matter, forces and energy.
But how do we convey to students that physics is more than a set
of formulas to be memorized and is
actually a fascinating science that
defines life around us?
A newly renovated lab in the
Clarke Science Building (CS123) is
doing just that by making the study
of physics more accessible and
practical. The lab allows students to
understand firsthand the laws and
applications of physics.
With the help of a grant from the
Champlin Foundation, CS123 was
completely remodeled to implement a new Activity-Based Physics
curriculum in which introductory
physics courses are taught with
integrated class and lab time. The
lab was closed this past summer
and spring for the renovations, and
reopened this fall.

CYBER-ED: Frederic
(Rick) Reamer, professor
of social work, demonstrates the use of Internet technology in the
classroom. According to
Reamer, students enjoy a
mix of lecture, discussion
and electronic demonstration.
BY

Rob Martin
Managing Editor

To Frederic (Rick) Reamer, the
chalkboard is a dusty artifact, right
there beside mimeograph machines
and slide projectors. This veteran
professor of social work is one of
an increasing number of educators
at RIC who are using the limitless
stash of electronic information to
recast the educational experience.
This resource revolution of In-

ternet websites and digital tools
has changed the look and feel of a
classroom – what was once a twodimensional environment is now
3-D. And it has challenged Reamer
to continually come up with new
ways to use the technology.
Though videos, photos and recordings have long been classroom
staples, the immediacy, graphic
quality, and depth of information

Continued on p 11

Activity-Based Physics is a
trend in science education with the
guiding principle that physics is
an experimental science presented
most effectively when students can
conduct their own experiments and
build their understanding of a concept before the formal mathematics of the topic is introduced.
Previous to the renovation, the
lab was set up like a standard
chemistry lab, with tall tables with
sinks and a few computers. Students now sit in comfortable chairs
at normal height tables along
three sides of the perimeter of the
rectangular room. In the front, the
professor has a long table for demonstrations.
The newly renovated lab is built
for 24 students and has 12 computers (one for each pair of students).
Each computer is equipped with
a set of sensors suited for the interactive labs. These play an important role in an essential aspect
of the new curriculum – computer
assisted data acquisition.
Students use computer-interfaced sensors such as ultrasonic
motion sensors, force sensors, and
rotary motion sensors to conduct
exploratory labs. When conducting an experiment with a sensor,
the computer is able to record the

Continued on p 10

CRASH COURSE: College President John Nazarian causes two miniature automobiles
to crash head-on while the impact is monitored on a computer. The demonstration was
part of the opening festivities for the renovated physical science lab in the Clarke Science Building.
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Reamer, RIC professor of social work, on
the increasing use of electronic technology
in classrooms on campus. [P 1]

“After spring semester, I too will be
a RIC graduate and want to feel a
sense of pride and connection with
the College community even if I won’t
be there everyday.” –Tracy Rolland,
RIC senior, who is working on a marketing
research project on What’s News. [P 8]

“I truly believe that no matter
what prognosis or stage of cancer
someone is challenged with, there
is always hope.” – Sue Kent ’90,
who, along with her husband, designed a
tee shirt – available in retail stores and
online – to raise money for breast cancer
research. [P 8]

This regular feature of What’s News looks at the links between the
world and Rhode Island College. The story below was written by
Carolyn Fluehr-Lobban, professor of anthropology.

What's News
at Rhode Island College
Editor: Jane E. Fusco
Managing Editor: Rob Martin
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Pauline McCartney

S

abbaticals offer wonderful
opportunities for renewal
and a return to primary re-

search.
This was true for my sabbatical
year 2005, which took me to Sudan,
Cameroon, and Egypt.
Beginning in January, with
grants from the RIC faculty research committee and from the
Ministries of Foreign Affairs of
Holland and France administered
through the Universities of Leiden
and Bordeaux, I returned to Sudan
to resume research on Islamic law
(Shari`a) and its new status after the
peace agreement ending 22 years of
civil war between north and south.
Shari`a was made state law in
1983 and was a major factor in the
revived civil war. After years of negotiation it was withdrawn from the
south and from being applied to the
one-third non-Muslim population
Thus, I observed the early
months of a post-Islamist Sudan.
The Darfur war makes peace an unfinished process, but it is hoped that
the peace agreement between north
and south holds the key to a comprehensive national peace.

Photographers:
Gordon E. Rowley ’64
Lance Gorton ’09
Design Manager: Cynthia Page M ’93
Graphic Designer: Paul J. Silva ’03
Staff Writers:
Lauren M. Mesale ’06
Alison Strandberg
Chris Farrell ’07
What's News at Rhode Island
College (USPS 681-650) is published
by:

MIDDLE EAST LESSON: RIC Professor Carolyn Fluehr-Lobban (center) visited a class
at Alexandria University in Egypt, where she lectured in Arabic on “The Past and the
Future of Islamic Studies in the U.S.”
After three months in Sudan I
traveled to Cameroon to visit my
daughter Nichola who returns to
Rhode Island at the end of the year
after 27 months of service. In October I visited Egypt in order to attend
the “festival of peace” in Siwa oasis
near the Libyan border. Held every
year for the past 160 years, the festival renews a reconciliation between
conflicting groups that was made

in the mid 19th century and has held
ever since.
During my visit I stayed with Dr.
Faiza Sakr of Alexandria University
who lectured at RIC in 2004, and
I returned the favor by lecturing to
her class (in Arabic).
With these rich experiences, I
look forward to my return to the
classroom in January to share research and travel with RIC students.

In Memoriam –
Carol Schaefer, associate professor emerita, biblical expert
Carol Schaefer, of Providence, an associate professor
emerita of
history at RIC,
died Nov. 1 at
the Philip Hulitar Center after
CAROL SCHAEFER a four-month

battle with cancer. She was 79.
Schaefer began at the College as
an assistant professor of history in
1968, retiring in 1984. Previously,
she had worked at Progress for
Providence for several years, then
briefly with the Brown University Press and Providence public
schools.
An expert in biblical literature,

she received an AM and PhD in
religious studies from Brown
University, and graduated with
an AB in music from Wheaton
College.
She was a member of the First
Baptist Church in America.
Schaefer is survived by a son
and two grandchildren.
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Robert Currier, professor emeritus of music, violinist
Robert Currier of North
Providence,
former professor of music at
Rhode Island
College and a
principal violist with the
ROBERT CURRIER Rhode Island
Philharmonic,
died Sept. 4 at the age of 86.
Currier, who was born in Burma, began teaching at RIC after

moving to Rhode Island in 1966.
After retiring from teaching, he
tutored children on the Suzuki violin method. An active member of
his community, Currier dedicated
his time to furthering the education
of the violin.
Always keeping the beginner in
mind, he created several new instruments to aid new violinists and
correlated an anthology of canons.
A lifelong pacifist, Currier spent
two years in prison for being a conscientious objector during World

War II. He stayed involved in the
political scene, traveling twice to
Nicaragua to construct a hospital
and school as a member of the
Providence Sister City Project.
Currier earned degrees from
New York University and Boston
University.
Donations in his memory can
be made to the RIC Foundation’s
Rita V. Bicho ’56 Memorial
Scholarship, or to Community
Music Works, 1392 Westminster
St., Providence, RI, 02902.

The next issue of
What’s News
will be Jan. 23, 2006.
Story ideas are welcome.
Call 401-456-8090
or email jfusco@ric.edu.
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Gay? Fine by the Unity Center RIC Grad earns national and
The Gay? Fine By Me project
sends a powerful message to toVictoria Enders ’07
day’s society, particularly to young
Unity Center PR Coordinator people. It promotes the positive
side of life as opposed to negativity
and ignorance.
he Unity Center at RIC, in
“It’s been a success at other colcoordination with the Com- leges and universities and I can
mittee on Lesbian, Gay,
only hope that it can do the same
Bisexual and Transgender Conhere at RIC,” said Ron Adams,
cerns and the Rainbow Alliance,
president of the Rainbow Alliance
sponsored several campus events
at the College.
that were part of RIC’s Diversity
Week in October. At one such
event, students, faculty, and staff
were given tee shirts bearing
the words “Gay? Fine By Me”
to show support for the LGBT
community.
The concept for Gay? Fine By
Me came from several students
attending Duke University in
2003. At that time, the university had made headlines in the
“GAY? FIINE BY ME” TEE SHIRTS
Princeton Review for being
“the most gay-unfriendly school in
The tee shirts were on display
America.”
at RIC and elsewhere on National
The term “gay-unfriendly,” which Coming Out Day, held Oct. 11 evdidn’t fit the
ery year to commemorate the first
school’s policies, March on Washington by LBGT
caused the stusupporters in 1987.
dents to create a
“Showing support during Naproject that gave
tional Coming Out Day is just the
individuals who
beginning,” said Aaron Bruce, diare gay or those
rector of the Unity Center at RIC.
who advocate for
“Creating a campus where everygay rights, the
one feels safe, welcome and apprechance to have a
ciated all year long is the goal.”
VICTORIA
voice on college
Bruce established Diversity
ENDERS
and university
Week
to represent the face of our
campuses across
growing and diverse student body.
the country.
It is a platform for students to
Gay? Fine By Me, at first a slocome together and broaden their
gan for those who wanted change
perspectives on issues such as polifor the better, is now emblazoned
tics, social justice, multiculturalism
on a vast number of tee shirts that
and diversity awareness.
are manufactured and distributed by
The Unity Center seeks new and
the Gay? Fine By Me nonprofit corinnovative
ways to involve itself in
poration based in New York. Thousands of tee shirts have reached col- community and public affairs. The
Gay?Fine By Me event is the latlege campuses, and the project has
est example of its involvement and
made an extensive impact on the
dedication to social justice.
LGBT community.
BY

T

regional public relations honors
humorous interfaith holiday cards.
Phyllis Laorenza Linnehan ’79,
a public relations professional, re- The launch of Chrismukkah cards
generated more
ceived three 2005
than 2,000 media
national and replacements nagional honors for
tionally and interhighly effective
nationally, leading
public relations.
to a 10-fold inA native of Provicrease in orders.
dence and resiLaorenza Lindent of Bedford,
nehan, who has
Mass., Laorenza
more than 20
Linnehan, along
years of commuwith a colleague,
nications experisecured a PRSA
ence, focuses on
Silver Anvil, Bell
healthcare, techRinger, and Comnology, businessmunicator Award
for innovation
PHYLLIS LAORENZA LINNEHAN ’79 to-business, and
consumer public
and creativity on
relations. During
behalf of their
her
career,
which
began
in broadclient, Chrismukkah.com.
cast
journalism,
she
has
worked
at
The Chrismukkah project team
Fortune 500 corporations, public
consisted of Edna Kaplan, KOGS
relations agencies, non-profit orgaCommunication president, and
Laorenza Linnehan, senior consul- nizations, and government institutions. She holds a BS in education
tant, who were recognized for the
from RIC and an MA in communilaunch of Montana-based Chriscations from Emerson College.
mukkah.com and its new line of

Happy Holidays

from the staff of the
Office of News and Public
Relations at Rhode Island College

[This story, originally published by Inside Science News Service features the work of RIC faculty members David Abrahamson and Rebecca Sparks.]

2005 Cy Young winners correctly predicted by mathematical
model
Math formula delivers ace performance, despite some second-guessing by its human inventors
The official results are in! A mathematical
model for predicting the Cy Young award voting results yielded both of the 2005 winners,
Chris Carpenter of the St. Louis Cardinals
(National League) and Bartolo Colon of the
Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim (American
League). However, the model’s inventors made
a small human error
they would later regret:
Prior to the awards,
they overrode the model’s American League
prediction by saying
that New York Yankees
reliever Mariano Rivera
would win the title,
rather than the model’s
choice of Colon, who
turned out to be the correct pick.
REBECCA SPARKS ’97

Rhode Island College mathematicians Rebecca Sparks and David Abrahamson developed a
model which weights different pitcher statistics
to predict the players who place first, second
and third in Cy Young voting for each league.
In addition to yielding the winners, the
mathematical model correctly predicted that
Dontrelle Willis of the Florida Marlins would
come in second place in the National League
voting. It also correctly predicted that Minnesota Twins pitcher Johann Santana would be the
second-highest-ranked starter in the AL voting
results. The model incorrectly predicted that
Houston Astros pitcher Roy Oswalt would come
in third place (he ended up in fourth place).
However, prior to the award announcements,
the mathematicians correctly speculated that
a better-known player might overshadow the
lesser-known Oswalt. And indeed, last year’s
Cy Young winner, Houston Astros pitcher Rog-

er Clemens, one of the
players that Sparks and
Abrahamson had mentioned, pulled ahead of
his teammate Oswalt to
claim third place.
The model, which
is designed to analyze
starting pitchers only, is
currently not equipped
to evaluate relief pitchers, who occasionally
win the award. Thus the DAVID ABRAHAMSON
researchers overrode
the model’s American
League results and had predicted that Yankees
relief pitcher Rivera would win the AL pitching
title. “We are a little mad at ourselves for not
totally trusting the model,” Sparks wrote the
morning after the AL awards were announced.
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NEWS FROM THE

Foundation and Alumni Offices
BY
Peg Brown
Vice President,
Development
and College
Relations

I’d like to take this column in a slightly different direction this month. Because the Annual Report of Gifts
and the Foundation’s Annual Report are included as a supplement to this issue of What’s News, staff members
thought that addressing some of the most frequently asked question with respect to giving to the College might
be an appropriate companion piece.
While these are just a few of the questions we often hear, perhaps these answers, prepared with the support of
Nancy Hoogasian, director of the annual fund, will be useful as you consider future gifts to the College.
We value all of the support our alumni and friends provide, and we are happy to address any questions that are
not addressed here. Just send us an email or a note, and we’ll use your questions as the basis of a future column.

— Q & A on charitable giving to Rhode Island College —
Q. What exactly are endowment funds, and why
are they so important for the College?

publications, and special programs. Once
you have made an annual gift, we encourage
you to think about supporting the Foundation by contributing to an existing fund, or
beginning a new one that reflects your area
of interest.

A. An endowment is a fund that is invested as
part of the Rhode Island College Foundation’s portfolio to produce annual income in
perpetuity. Only the interest income is expended according to the Foundation’s spend- Q. How often will I be contacted to give to the Aning policy to support the donor’s designated
nual Fund?
interests; the principal of the fund is never
invaded. Endowment funds provide the
A. The Annual Fund sends mailings four times
long-term and ongoing support necessary to
a year seeking financial support. However,
support our students and special projects.
not all of our 46,000 alumni are mailed each
time. In the fall and spring, student callers
Q. Who participates in establishing endowment
also make phone calls seeking support.
funds?
Q. If I contribute early in the year, will I still reA. Endowments have been established by
ceive other Annual Fund mailings?
alumni, parents, and friends of the College.
Donors specify how endowment income will A. Yes, you may – for two reasons: first, many
be used. Examples include funds that supindividuals like to make more than one gift
port scholarships, library resources, research
in a given fiscal year; and second, each mailequipment, professorships, athletics, faculty
ing contains significant information not necdevelopment, and student support programs.
essarily found in other College publications.
The Foundation’s Annual Report lists all of
If you prefer to receive just one Annual Fund
the funds the Foundation manages.
mailing per year, please call 401-456-8827
or email nhoogasian@ric.edu
Q. How would I go about setting up an endowment?
Q. What is a Class Gift, and is it part of the Annual
Fund?
A. An endowment may be funded through one
or more of the following:
A. A class gift is often started around a significant reunion, like the 10th, 25th, or 50th
Cash
Antiques or collectibles
anniversary. Reunion classes usually comGift annuities
Securities
memorate their celebration activities by creating a class gift, which is managed by the
Will
Life insurance
Foundation. Individual class members make
Bequest
Real estate
a pledge or an outright donation to the class
Pooled income fund
gift that, in turn, the class will designate to
Charitable trusts
support a particular project or program. A
Testamentary trust provision
donation to one’s class gift is separate from
an Annual Fund gift in that the class gift is
An endowment can be established in your
managed by the RIC Foundation and funds
own name or in the name of someone special
are restricted for the intention decided by the
to you. A minimum gift of $10,000 is needed
class.
to create an “endowed” fund. Many endowments are established through planned gifts,
including bequests and annuities. However, Q. What are matching gifts?
starting an endowment – called an “emerging” fund – may be accomplished with con- A. Many employers sponsor matching gift programs and will match – and often double
tributions spread over several years. You can
or triple – any charitable contribution made
contact our Foundation office at 401-456by an employee. To find out if your place
8440 for more information.
of employment is a matching gift company,
visit our website at www.matchinggifts.com/
Q. Why is my gift to the Annual Fund needed, and
ric/. You can also contact your company’s
what’s the difference in making a gift to the
office of human resources for more informaFoundation or to the Annual Fund?
tion.
A. Gifts to the Annual Fund play an important
Q. What is the Anchor Fund?
role in the day-to-day life of the College
community. Because of the unrestricted
A. The Anchor Fund is the organized fundraisnature of Annual Fund contributions, the
ing vehicle for the Dept. of Intercollegiate
money is utilized in a variety of ways
Athletics, Intramurals and Recreation. The
– scholarship assistance, faculty research,
charitable support given to the Anchor Fund
alumni-related programs. The philosophy of
from alumni and friends supports services,
this division is that your first gift should be
training facilities, and enhances the quality
to the Annual Fund as it is the only signifiof the athletic experience, as well as academcant source of unrestricted money that supic success for our student-athletes. The Anports all of the Alumni Office scholarships,
chor Fund has two components: an endowed

fund, and a fund that is used for direct support for ongoing programs. As a Division
III school, we are prohibited from providing
athletic scholarships to our students, but we
can provide enhanced facilities. Our Student-Athlete Support Program is a national
model for Division III schools.
Q. I am revising my will and want to remember
Rhode Island College. What should I do?
A. As you know, a will can insure that your
financial affairs are settled and your intentions carried out according to your wishes.
A gift by bequest for the benefit of the College through the RIC Foundation can be
included in the body of your existing will
or by a simple clause, a codicil, included by
your attorney. You could simply say: I give
to the Rhode Island College Foundation the
sum of [dollar amount] or [percentage] of
the residue of my estate to be used to support
[particular program, scholarship] or to establish a named fund in honor of or in memory
of… Please note that the Foundation cannot
provide legal advice, and any gifts made
through your estate plan should be made
with the advice of your financial advisor or
legal counsel.
Q. What is the Gold & White Society?
A. Membership in the Gold & White Society is
reserved for individuals who have informed
the College of their intention to make an
estate gift or for those who have already
made a bequest through their estate plans.
Estate gifts can have a significant impact in
perpetuity, and the benefits they provide for
the College community extend well into the
future.
Q. How do the Foundation and Alumni Association
remain accountable to donors and the College?
A. The Foundation Board of Directors and the
Alumni Association Board monitor philanthropic financial activities. All gifts are used
in strict accordance with the donor’s wishes
and are deposited directly into an existing or
newly created fund to benefit a purpose designated by the donor.
The details of expenditures that benefit the
College have always been available to the
public through the College’s Office of Development. Financial statements were most
recently audited by James N. Nadeau &
Company, LLP. College officials and state
auditors receive copies of annually audited
statements.
The Foundation also publishes a report of
gifts that summarizes annual results and includes a list of donors. Specific information
about revenue, expenses and operating costs
is available to the public though the Foundation’s annual tax return, Form 990, providing details of fund raising, management and
other revenues and expenses.
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ALUMNI IN FLORIDA SAVE THE DATE
— RIC on the Road —
Join RIC President John Nazarian and the
Alumni Association at a reception in your area.
Mark your calendars and watch your mail
for details on each event.

FLORIDA
East coast - Boca Raton
Tuesday, Jan. 31, 2006
hosted by Wileen Coyne ’55
at the Broken Sound Club

West coast - Punta Gorda area
Thursday, Feb. 2, 2006
hosted by Ennis Bisbano ’55
at the Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club

More than 70 members of the faculty, staff, and alumni attended the 5th Annual
Faculty Research Colloquium on Nov. 28. Sponsored by the Alumni Association, RIC
Foundation and Friends of Adams Library, the audience enjoyed presentations by Kathryn Kalinak, professor of English and Gale Goodwin Gomez, professor of anthropology.
Pictured (l to r): Peg Brown, vice president for development and college relations and
executive director of the Foundation; Goodwin Gomez; Kalinak; Meradith McMunn,
professor of English and moderator for the evening; Marianne Needham ’59, president
of the Alumni Association; and David Thomas, professor of history and chair of the
faculty research committee.

Rhode Island College Young Alumni Group —

Rhode Island Community Food Bank Food Sorting Night Nov. 15

PLEASE CONSIDER RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE AS PART OF YOUR ESTATE PLANNING.

Double dutch – more than just a game
BY

Lauren Mesale ’06
Staff Writer

E

velyn Robinson graduated from RIC’s School of
Social Work’s case management program in 2002 as a welfare-to-work student, and returned
to the College in the fall of 2005 as
a business management major. Inspired by how much she can make
a difference in the lives of others,
Robinson decided to start at home
with something that would interest
her own daughters by becoming
involved in Rhode Island Double
Dutch, Inc. (RIDD), a precision
jump roping league.
Double dutch involves two
people turning the ropes and two
people jumping simultaneously.
While the jump roping is going on,
the two people turning the ropes
recite rhymes.
“Miss Mary Mack, Mack,
Mack/all dressed in black, black,
black/with silver buttons, buttons,
buttons/all down her back, back,

back…” is one of the hundreds of
jump rope chants.
While RIDD is a newly established program, the organization
began as a program under the umbrella of the Extra Mile in 2002.
Extra Mile is an information referral agency in Woonsocket, inspired
by low-income mothers, and was
established as a means by which
individuals could be aware of resourceful information in a timely
manner.
RIDD offers at-risk children and
others an opportunity to become
involved with and enjoy the benefits of the sport. Double dutch not
only serves as a way to pass time,
but it also provides mental and
physical exercise for its participants – children and adults – building strength and confidence.

“Self esteem is the
key – we have children
jumping rope who
thought it would be totally impossible,” said
Robinson.
Although double
dutch has become very
popular in the past few
years, RIDD claims that
as a sport, it is still in the preliminary stages.
In the beginning, Robinson
based enrollment on the ages of
her own daughters (now ages 17,
12, and six years), so that they
could participate and spend time
together as a family. For local
competitions, participants must
be in the third grade or higher,
although this is not a rule in the
statewide league competitions.
“The sport of double dutch is so
appealing to children, because it’s
a simple sport of rope and time,”
Robinson said. The league attracts
boys as well as girls. Even Attorney General Patrick Lynch has
jumped with groups at events.
Robinson said that some of

RIDD’s current goals are to get
more adults involved as coaches in
their neighborhoods with the support and training of the RIDD organization, and to potentially host
a national double dutch competition in Rhode Island to generate
tourism and revenue for the state.
The organization also hopes to
develop events and programs each
year, consisting of coach training,
demonstrations, and tournaments
to strengthen the sport and to get
more people involved in its cause.
From 9 a.m. to noon on Saturday,
Dec. 17, RIDD will hold a demonstration at the South Providence
Recreation Center in Providence.
While some people view double
dutch as a simple playground
game, others, including Robinson
and the many participants in the
RIDD, are able to appreciate it as a
sport that is beneficial to the minds
and bodies of children and adults
alike.
For more information, contact Evelyn Robinson at ridoubledutch@yahoo.com or call 401345-3800.
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RIC

Athletic News
FROM THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR’S DESK
• It was a great ending for the men’s soccer
team and coaches John
Mello and Don DenDirector of Athletics
ham. The team suffered
a heartbreaking loss for
• Three
the
conference
in sudden death on
members of
penalty
shots.
The
team bouncedlast season’s
right
back
with
three
straight victochampionries to win the ECAC New England
ship softball
Championship.
team have
• For the first time in its history,
been named to the Academic Allthe
College hosted the Rhode IsAmerican Team. Congratulations
land Interscholastic Boy’s Soccer
to Megan Ponte, Jeanne Rosa and
Championships at the new renoChristie Lotti.
vated soccer complex. Two of the
• I want to thank all of our stufour games were in daylight and
dent-athletes for raising $500 totwo games were played under the
wards the hurricane relief effort. I
lights as the College turned on its
want to especially thank the wresnew lights for the first time for the
tling team for being the team that
raised the most money towards the high school championships. Great
crowds and some exciting games
effort.

BY
Donald E. Tencher

made for a wonderful weekend of
soccer.
• Speaking of the interscholastic
championships, I want to congratulate alum Bob Marchand ’68 and
his Central Falls team for winning
their division. Also, congratulations
to alum Kathy Kelly-Luther ’82,
who is the Central Falls athletic
director.
• The men’s basketball team for
the first time in many a season
has been ranked number one in
preseason conference polls. The
men started off with a solid effort
against Mt. Ida College and then
lost a heartbreaker to a very good
Wheaton College squad after leading for almost 38 minutes.
In their next game, against
a strong Salem State team, the
Anchormen came back to win

after being down by as many as
14 points. This talent-laden team
should provide a very interesting
season and will be just plain fun to
watch.
• The women’s basketball team
is 2-1 after beating the host school
at the Skidmore Invitational before
losing to Middlebury College in
the championship game. The ladies
came back and beat an alwayscompetitive Bridgewater State team
in a non-conference game to gain
their second victory of the season.
• Congratulations to alum Jo-Ann
Avedisian ’80 for being honored on
National Philanthropy Day at the
Rhode Island Convention Center
for all of her generous efforts and
involvement with the Rhode Island
College Athletic Program (see photo on page 7).

Men’s soccer captures first-ever ECAC title
BY

Scott Gibbons,

Sports Information Director

I

t’s amazing what can happen
in one week.
On Saturday, Nov. 5, Head
Men’s Soccer Coach John Mello’s
team was recovering from a heartbreaking loss on penalty kicks
in the championship game of the
2005 Little East Conference Men’s
Soccer Tournament.
After battling Western Connecticut to 0-0 tie through regulation
and two overtimes, the Colonials
prevailed, 8-7, on penalty kicks
and advanced to the NCAA Div. III
Men’s Soccer Tournament, while
the Anchormen were left in disbelief.
Fast-forward to Sunday, Nov.
13 and the Anchormen were flying
high and celebrating a 2-0 shutout

over top-seeded Clark University
in the championship game of the
Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC) New England Div.
III Men’s Soccer Tournament.
RIC, the second seed, won each
of the three games it played in the
tournament, which was made up
of the top eight teams in New England that didn’t get into the NCAA
championships.
“We didn’t end the Little East
Tournament the way we wanted
to,” Mello said. “After the Western
Connecticut game, we figured our
record was good enough to get into
the ECAC Tournament and be one
of the higher seeds, so we were
pretty sure our season wasn’t done.
We treated it as a three-game season and the team responded. The
team wasn’t satisfied with what
had happened in the LEC final and
they focused on winning an ECAC
Championship.”

It is the first-ever ECAC title for
the men’s soccer program, which
has been selected to participate in
the tournament only four times in
school history. The Anchormen
have been picked in each of the
last three seasons (2003-05).
The Anchormen’s first game in
the tournament was against seventh-seeded Castleton State on
Nov. 9. RIC took out its frustrations on the Spartans, scoring four
goals in the first half en route to a
4-0 shutout.
The Anchormen were so dominant that they held CSC without a
shot on goal, while in turn firing
20 at the Spartans’ net. Senior forward Kyle Teixeira figured in three
of RIC’s four scores with a goal
and two assists.
The win set up a rematch with
long-time nemesis and thirdseeded Plymouth State, who the

The 2005 men’s soccer team celebrates its first ECAC championship.

John Mello, head men’s soccer coach
(left) with Matt Borges, senior midfielder,
who was named MVP of the 2005 Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC)
New England Div. III Men’s Soccer Tournament.
Anchormen had knocked out of
the Little East Tournament just 10
days earlier.
Junior midfielder Holman
Giraldo and senior forwards Teixeira and Chris Childs scored for
RIC, while sophomore goalkeeper
Jadon Neves made six saves in a
3-1 win that sent RIC to the title
game against Clark.
RIC played one of its best games
of the season in the shutout win
over the Cougars. Senior midfielder Matt Borges scored both of the
Anchormen’s goals, including a
highlight reel goal in the 47th minute from 15 yards out that froze
the goalkeeper and went into the
top corner.
Sophomore goalkeeper Sean
Gonsalves, who suffered a leg injury against Western Connecticut
and missed the first two games of
the tourney, returned to make nine
saves and earn his sixth shutout of
the season in the win.
Borges, who had three goals
and an assist for seven points in

Continued on p 7
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Athletic Hall of Fame
nominations accepted
Although the Rhode
Island College Athletic
Hall of Fame Class of
2005 was just recently
inducted, it is already
time to nominate individuals for the Class of
2006. Anyone who was
previously nominated
will still be considered.
All student-athlete nominees must
have graduated from Rhode Island
College and have completed their
collegiate athletic careers at least
five years ago. Any coaches or ad-

ministrators will be
considered on their own
merits.
Nominations should
be forwarded to the
Department of Intercollegiate Athletics and
sent to the attention of
Art Pontarelli. The nominee’s information must include their
name, address and phone number.
Nominations can also be faxed to
the athletic department at 401-4568514 or left on voicemail: 401-4568863. The deadline is Dec. 30.

SPORTS
Events Dec. 6 - Jan. 22
Men’s Basketball
Tues.
Thurs.
Sat.
Thurs.
Sat.
Tues.
Thurs.
Sat.
Tues.
Sat.

Dec. 6
Dec. 8
Dec. 10
Jan. 5
Jan. 7
Jan. 10
Jan. 12
Jan. 14
Jan. 17
Jan. 21

Johnson & Wales
Salve Regina
Plymouth State *
at Bridgewater State
Eastern Connecticut *
at Southern Maine *
at M.I.T.
at UMass Boston *
at Western Connecticut *
Keene State *

7:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
3 p.m.
6 p.m.
3 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
3 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
3 p.m..

Women’s Basketball
Tues.
Thurs.
Sat.
Thurs.
Sat.
Tues.
Thurs.
Sat.
Tues.
Sat.

Dec. 6
Dec. 8
Dec. 10
Jan. 5
Jan. 7
Jan. 10
Jan. 12
Jan. 14
Jan. 17
Jan. 21

Johnson & Wales
Connecticut College
Plymouth State *
Wesleyan
Eastern Connecticut *
at Southern Maine *
Pine Manor
at UMass Boston *
at Western Connecticut *
Keene State *

5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
1 p.m.
6 p.m.
1 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
1 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
1 p.m.

Wesleyan ^
at Citrus Duals (FL)
at Citrus Duals (FL)
at Williams ^ with Ithaca
at Budd Whitehill Duals (Lycoming)
at Budd Whitehill Duals (Lycoming)
WPI ^
at N.E. Duals (Bridgewater St.)

7 p.m.
8 a.m.
8 a.m.
5 p.m.
9 a.m.
9 a.m.
7 p.m.
11 a.m.

Wrestling
Fri.
Thurs.
Fri.
Fri.
Fri.
Sat.
Tues.
Sun.

Dec. 9
Dec. 29
Dec. 30
Jan. 6
Jan. 13
Jan. 14
Jan. 17
Jan. 22

Men’s and Women’s Indoor Track
Sat.
Sat.
Sat.

Dec. 10
Jan. 14
Jan. 21

at Harvard Invitational
10 a.m.
at Cardinal Invitational (Wesleyan) 10 a.m.
at Tufts Invitational
11 a.m.

Women’s Gymnastics
Sat.
Sun.

Jan. 14
Jan. 22

at West Chester
Southern Connecticut

Noon
1 p.m

* Little East Conference contest
^ NECCWA opponent

Be sure to check out www.ric.edu/athletics for updated scores and
standings.

Jo-Ann Avedisian ‘80, a Rhode Island College Athletic Hall of Famer, was honored on
National Philanthropy Day at a reception held at the R.I. Convention Center on Nov.
22 by the Association of Fundraising Professionals of Rhode Island (AFP-RI). (Left to
right) Peg Brown, RIC vice president for development and college relations; Avedisian;
and Don Tencher, RIC director of athletics.

Soccer
Continued from p 6
the tournament, was named the
MVP. “I couldn’t have asked
for a better way to close out my
career,” he said. “To have two
goals in a championship game is
everybody’s dream. It was great to
finally bring home a championship
for RIC.”
The team title was also important to Teixeira, who owns RIC records for career goals and points.
“I’ve had a lot of individual success during my career, but winning a championship as a team in
my final collegiate game is something I’ll never forget,” he said.

RIC ended the season with a 125-5 overall record, the most wins
in a season since the 1973 squad
went 13-3. The Anchormen held
their opponents scoreless in 11 of
22 games.
“I feel this is one of the best
defensive teams in Rhode Island
College history,” assistant coach
Don Denham said. “Players on
defense like [junior] James Lynch,
[freshman] Josh Silva and [junior]
Nick Tavares, to go along with our
midfielders, helped us keep teams
off the scoreboard and give our
forwards chances to make plays.”

Mary Tucker Thorp College
Professorship
The Mary Tucker Thorp College Professorship selection
committee is pleased to invite
nominations for the 2006-2007
award. The Mary Tucker Thorp
College Professorship is awarded annually to a full professor
who has demonstrated excellence in teaching and, in addition, excellence in scholarship
and/or professional and collegial
service. The
recipient of
the award
will be the
Mary Tucker
Thorp Professor for the
2006-2007
academic
year. Along
with the professorship
MARY
there will be
TUCKER THORP
a $1,000 stipend and six
hours of release time. The recipient will deliver a college-wide
lecture in the spring of the award
year.
The Mary Tucker Thorp College Professorship is open to all
full professors with at least six
years of service at Rhode Island
College. Individuals (including past recipients of an FAS

or FSEHD/SSW Thorp award)
are eligible for a second Thorp
Professorship after a period of at
least 10 years.
For the 2006-2007 Thorp
Professorship, the deadline for
nominations is Dec. 12. Nominated individuals will be asked
to submit their supporting material by March 1, 2006. The
committee will attempt to make
its recommendation on or about
May 1, 2006.
Nominations may be made by
any member of the College community and may be submitted
to any member of the selection
committee. Eligible nominees
will be notified of their nomination by the chair of the selection
committee and provided with the
criteria and deadline information. The names of those nominated will be kept confidential.
Members of the selection
committee are:
Karl Benziger
Kresten Jespersen
Abbas Kazemi
Stanley Lemons
Elaine Magyar
John Perkins
Frederic Reamer
Ying Zhou
Maureen Reddy (Chair)
401-456-8377
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Students want to know WHAT’S NEWS, and what’s not

A

group of senior marketing
research students have
selected the College’s
campus newspaper, What’s News
@ Rhode Island College, to analyze for their final course project.
Their goal is to find out what
readers like about the publication,
or what they would like to see
added or changed. The findings
will come from a questionnaire
that was mailed to 1,000 random
newspaper recipients in November.
Survey results will be published in
the January issue of What’s News.
“We’re most interested in getting
actual data that the News and PR
dept. can use,” said Josh Bilsky,
one of the students in the research
group.
The marketing research students
have assembled a RIC gift basket
to be raffled for those who participate in the survey.
The project is part of the Marketing 333 course, where students
gather data and information to help
them learn to make better management decisions. Stephen Ramocki,
professor of marketing and course
instructor, said that, “the course
allows students to comprehend and
to appreciate the methods and processes that research organizations
use to collect and analyze information.”
The research project counts for
half of the student’s grade.
Students Tracy Benevides, Bilsky, Chandra Dempsey, Melissa
Fredette, Adam Lake, and Tracy
Rolland, contacted Jane Fusco,
director of News and Public Relations at RIC and editor of What’s
News, to initiate the project.
“I was completely receptive to
the students’ interest in researching
What’s News and I am as anxious
to see the results as they are,”
Fusco said.
Fusco said that her department

SURVEY SAYS...That’s
what these market research students intend to
find out in their analysis
of What’s News. (Left)
Adam Lake and Melissa
Fredette arrange the
raffle gift basket for survey respondents; (below
right) Tracy Benevides
(left) and Tracy Rollad
review survey questions;
(below left) Chandra
Dempsey and Josh Bilsky
look over the returns.

has made major changes to the
newspaper in the four years that
she has held her post at RIC and
that feedback is always welcome.
“I hear from our readers regularly, usually about specific articles.
This survey will give answers to
general questions that we can use
going forward,” she said.
Dempsey said that this is her first
market research project and likes
doing the work firsthand, especially the details of determining the
strategies and questions.
“I really want to hear from the
people in the community who get

the newspaper, not just the people
on campus,” she said.
Benevides is hoping that the
project will give her a head start
when looking for a job in pharmaceutical marketing after graduation.
For Rolland, the project has
a more personal appeal. “After
spring semester, I too will be a RIC
graduate and want to feel a sense
of pride and connection with the
College community even if I won’t
be there everyday,” she said.
Ramocki’s marketing students
have been conducting research

projects at RIC for the last 20
years. “So that’s about 140 projects,” he said.
The What’s News research group
is optimistic about the results. “I
anticipate some really good feedback and giving it back to What’s
News,” Bilsky said.
According to Ramocki, the projects have ranged in scope throughout the years and have involved
large and small for profit companies and some nonprofit organizations. Companies such as Hasbro,
Amtrol, The Providence Zoo,
the Rhode Island Blood Center,
Citizens Bank, the Smithfield Economic Commission, and Planned
Parenthood have used Ramocki’s
students for research.
Ramocki said that his students’
research has helped smaller businesses that could never afford the
fees of a professional research service.
This semester, all of the class’s
research projects are focused at
RIC. In addition to the students
analyzing What’s News, similar
projects are being conducted for
the admissions office and the music
department.
“These projects have been highly
successful for a few reasons,”
Ramocki said. “First, the students
receive the hands-on experience
that can only come from this type
of direct involvement. Second, the
community benefits from a free
service that we are providing.”
Ramocki said that the projects also
create visibility for RIC’s business
program.
Ramocki has complete confidence in the value of his students’
work. “A client once told me that
they had paid a consultant $25,000
to perform a research study and
that the one my students performed
a couple of years later was every
bit as good or even better,” he said.

Alum Sue Kent has a new Hope for breast cancer awareness
BY

That’s when an idea came to her. A product
designer, Kent wanted to create something
special to raise awareness about breast cancer.
Inspired by the fact that cancer research
has made many significant advances in
recent years, and that early detection has
resulted in a more than 90 percent breast
cancer survival rate, Kent, along with her
husband Gary Farias, also a graphic designer,
created a whimsical dog character, wearing
the pink ribbon symbol now synonymous
with breast cancer efforts, and made up the
slogan, Sit. Stay. Heal. Help Find A Cure, for
tee shirts that she sells in retail stores and on
a website. All net proceeds go directly to the
American Cancer Society for breast cancer
research.
“Research takes time and money,” Kent
said. “Patty’s treatment wasn’t even
available five years ago.”
Kent said that all her graphic design training at RIC came
to mind as she began this labor
of love and remembered the
words of professors Heemong

Jane Fusco
Editor

S

ue Kent ’90 and Patty Kubacki have
been best friends for over 20 years.
They’ve been through everything that girlfriends can experience, or so they thought
until last April when Kubacki was diagnosed
with late stage breast cancer. Kent was the
first person Kubacki told when she found
out, even before she told her family.
“Patty was petrified. It took her so long
to come forward,” Kent said. At that point,
Kent knew that her friend, who had never
had a mammogram until she discovered a
lump, would have a long and difficult time
ahead, one that might have been avoided if
she’d taken the steps for early detection.
So once again, the two friends faced the
challenge together. Kent offered encouragement, support, and companionship during the
many weeks of chemotherapy, surgery and
radiation.
“I told her she wouldn’t go through it
alone. I went with her to every chemo treatment, five hours every Friday, all summer
long,” said Kent.

SUE KENT ’90

Continued on p 10
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Congress to Campus urges students
into public office
ship Rhode Island, and Mark
Motte, director of RIC’s Center
Jane Fusco
for Public Policy, moderated the
Editor
meeting. Robert Weygand, former
Rhode Island congressman who
ho said Republicans
served from 1997-2001, joined the
and Democrats can’t
visiting former members in that
get along?
discussion.
Certainly not anyone who atTwo more former Rhode Island
tended the events of the three-day
congressmen, Robert Tiernan
Congress to Campus visit at Rhode (D-1967-1975) and Ed Beard (DIsland College Nov. 13-15. The
1975-1981), joined Meyers and
Hochbrueckner the
next day for a panel
discussion with local political reporters
on breaking partisan
deadlock, a seemingly
crippling problem in
congress these days.
Scott MacKay of The
Providence Journal, Bill Rappleye of
NBC-10, Jim Hummel of ABC-6 News,
and Glenn Laxton of
Former Kansas congress woman Jan Meyers speaks to po- WPRI-12/Fox News
litical science and communication students in the Student Providence asked the
former congressional
Union Ballroom on Nov. 14.
people hard-hitting
program, sponsored by the Stenquestions about party loyalty
nis Center for Public Policy, sends
versus voting one’s conscience,
bipartisan pairs of former members political bickering, term limits and
of Congress to college campuses
financing a political campaign.
around the country to spark stuThe media forum drew a full
dents’ interest in politics.
house in Alger Hall’s conference
Former Congress people Jan
center. Members of the audience
Meyers (R-KS, 1985-1997) and
were invited to ask questions of
George Hochbrueckner (D-NY,
the former congress people and the
1987reporters at the end of the panel
1995) par- discussion.
ticipated
“Never in the nine years that I
in three
have worked on this program have
public fo- I witnessed a better one,” said Wilrums and
liam “Brother” Rogers, director of
classroom programs for the Stennis Center,
discusreferring to the RIC visit.
sions to
He added that he was quite impromote
Former R.I. congressman
Bob Weygand addresses the bi-partisanship
crowd at the Town Hall eveand the
ning meeting on Nov. 14.
nobility
BY

W

pressed
with RIC
students.
“The ones
I met had
a strong
interest
in public
service and
a desire
to make a
difference
through involvement
Former New York congressman George Hochbrueckner (left) talks poliin the
tics with students.
political
new and delightful additions,” he
process.”
Hochbrueckner, who has visited said. “Kudos to (RIC) for being
four college campuses through the trendsetters.”
The Congress-to-Campus visit
program, said that RIC’s program
at
RIC was organized by Valerie
was the most unique one he has
Endress,
associate professor of
seen.
communications;
Victor Profughi,
“Besides the normal practice of
political science professor, and the
meeting with students and their
associated faculty, the high school Office of News and Public Relations.
assembly, the Town Hall meeting
Congress to Campus visits about
that was open to the public, and
the exchange with the media were 35 U.S. college campuses annually.

FORMER CONGRESS PEOPLE discuss partisanship in a Congress to Campus media
forum on Nov. 15. Panelists included( from left) visiting congress woman Jan Meyers,
former R.I. congressman Ed Beard, visiting congressman George Hochbruecker, and
former R.I. congressman Robert Tiernan.

of public
service.
Meyers and Hochbrueckner
spoke to nine different classes of
political science, history, sociology and communications students,
plus members of student community government and various
student organizations on campus.
Meyers also went online to discuss
how well democracy is working in
America, as part of a virtual classroom web chat.
On Nov. 14, area high school
students heard about ways that they
can get involved in their school and
in the community from RIC civic
engagement students and the former congressional leaders.
That evening, a Town Hall meeting for the campus community and
community-at-large focused on the
topics of leadership, public service
and support for nonprofit organiza- Jane Fusco, director of news and PR, opened the Congress to Campus media forum with a tribute to the late Jack White, investigations in the state. Kathleen Swann
tive journalist (photo on screen). Media panelists were (l to r) Glenn Laxton, WPRI-12/Fox News Providence; Jim Hummel, ABC-6
’79,
News; Bill Rappleye, NBC-10; and Scott MacKay, The Providence Journal.
M ’89, PhD ’01, CEO of Leader-

Page 10 — WHAT’S NEWS @ Rhode Island College, Dec. 5, 2005

(NOT JUST)

Academically Speaking
Alger Hall: Rhode Island College’s high-tech showcase
As I walked
the campus
Pat Hays, Director,
on Homecoming weekend,
User Support Services
I watched
heads turn as
returning alumni looked closely at Alger Hall.
The building had changed. The new warm stucco
exterior flanked by two stories of tinted glass suggested that the interior of the building would also
be unrecognizable.
Everyone who ever stood in line at the Alger
Bursar’s Office, picked up a film at the AV Office
or sat in a second-floor classroom watching an
accounting professor draw ledgers on the blackboard will find no familiar landmarks in Alger
today.
Today’s Alger is built for the Net generation.
Growing in the age of the Internet and MTV,
entering freshmen have high expectations for
technology and multimedia. They expect wireless
networking to be ubiquitous. They want instructional technology to engage their interest. Alger
does not disappoint them. It is Rhode Island College’s high-tech showcase. Every classroom is an
electronic classroom and every teacher teaches
with technology.
In my role as director of User Support Services
for the College, I have enjoyed the opportunity to
work with the administration, faculty and technology integrators whose vision for Alger has
become a reality. One of these visionaries was
James Schweikart, dean of the School of Management. He envisioned the e-podium that is now
the centerpiece of every Alger classroom.
What is an e-podium? It is a remarkable control
center concealing multimedia devices and a com-

problems using Excel and its features. So there
is dual coverage – an accounting concept and
reinforcement of some of the tech skills students
learn in CIS courses. – Jane Przybyla, associate
professor of accounting

BY

Physics lab
Continued from p 1
results. For example, an ultrasonic
motion sensor allows the students
to explore the relationship between
the position, velocity, and acceleration of a small cart with a fan
accelerating it. In another experiment, the students use force sensors
to look at the forces objects exert
on each other during the collision
of two small model vehicles on a
track.
Students not only learn science
more effectively in the new lab,
they can also view multimedia educational tools more effortlessly. The
room is equipped with a tablet PC,
the contents of which are projected
onto a screen by a ceiling-mounted
projector. The professor can present notes via the tablet PC in a
traditional way but also intersperse
simulations, images and videos
throughout the lesson. Similar to
using an overhead projector, the
professor may also make notations
on the tablet PC with a stylus pen.
Three sections of Physics 101
and two sections of Physics 200
have been the first RIC classes to
experience Activity-Based Physics
in CS123. The Activity-Based curriculum eliminates the traditional
lecture/lab/recitation structure of a
science class and instead integrates

puter inside a traditional speaker’s podium. With
the touch of a button on an LCD panel on the top
of the podium, an instructor chooses an electronic
presentation source, a computer for PowerPoint,
a videotape on the VCR, or a DVD. Changing
from one source to another is easy – just touch a
button.
The e-podium holds other attractions, including
a special annotation monitor that allows the instructor to annotate each lecture with a smart pen.
Annotations magically appear on the eight-foot
screen at the front of the classroom. The blackboard is history.
While the e-podium is fixed in the front of the
classroom, the instructor’s movements are not restricted. The instructor toolkit includes a wireless
handheld mouse to maintain control of the computer from any location in the classroom.
Although faculty from all disciplines teach in
Alger Hall, the faculty of the School of Management call it home. Their offices are located on the
second floor and their classes meet on the first
floor. For many of them, the opening of Alger has
had a dramatic impact on their teaching.
Here are a few of their comments:

My being able to use the new technology spontaneously has increased my students’ desire and
ability to apply management theories to existing
organizations. At any time during any class, I can
access the Internet to show my students examples
of company operations and examples of relevant
theory-based articles. This enables my students
to grow accustomed to bridging the gap between
theory and practice. – Shani Carter, associate
professor of management
The technology in Alger is outstanding…Being
able to bring in multiple sources of media and
being able to teach with many different voices
has had a dramatic impact on the efficacy of my
teaching. The smart panel displays are amazing
in their ability to draw and keep student attention
to the material you want to focus on…
– Alex Wilson, assistant professor of economic
and finance
It’s wonderful to teach a class in a room where
everything works, the acoustics and visuals are
great, and the environment is comfortable for
both students and faculty. – Richard Perreault,
assistant professor of accounting and computer information systems

The technology is very easy to use…It is nice to
have the ability to write notes on the PowerPoint
slides and still have plenty of white board room
In the future, the technology found in Alger
to work with for other notes and comments…In
will become increasingly commonplace on cammy accounting classes I can review some of the
pus. Students and faculty alike will demand it.

the three components. These same
classes previously met for three
one-hour lectures, a one-hour recitation, and a separate three-hour
lab. In the new setting, labs and
short lectures that summarize the
main point of each lab and introduce the necessary mathematics
are integrated within the same
class period.
“This kind of structure allows
the students to understand the
physical concepts before introducing formulas and gives them direct
experimental evidence that the
concepts apply to real situations,”
said Andrea Del Vecchio, assistant
professor of physics.
Del Vecchio also said that the
immediate reinforcement is a powerful teaching tool, “Because I can
talk about the concept and we can
conduct the experiment right away,
it helps students reinforce the connection between the theory and the
physical world.”
Many of the students taking
courses in the updated lab are science education majors. Thanks
to their classes in the CS123 lab,
these future teachers will better
understand the concepts they will
one day teach to their students.
And when their future students
recall a physics course taught by a
CS123 graduate, it will not bring
to mind unpleasant memories, but
rather, understanding of the forces
around us.

Sue Kent
Continued from p 8
Kim and John de Melim as she
worked on this special project.
She said that de Melim taught
her the power of a symbol, and
she learned the double meaning of
words from Kim.
The dog character is a combination of Kent’s own two dogs, a
King Charles spaniel
named Sketch, and
Fresco, her German
shepherd. The slogan,
she says, plays off command words used to put
dogs at ease.
Sketch accompanied
Kent and Kubacki to the
chemotherapy sessions.
“He kept Patty company
and helped relax her,”
she said.
Kent said she learned valuable
information through her friend’s
treatment process and hearing
the stories of other women going
through the process.
“When patients are first diagnosed, they tell you to bring a
buddy to the doctor’s office because they’re [the patients] usually
shocked and nervous and there’s so
much information to absorb,” she
advises.
And most importantly, “there’s
tons of support out there,” Kent

said.
Kent has even sent her tee shirts
to singer Melissa Etheridge, who
recently underwent treatment for
breast cancer, and Congressman
Patrick Kennedy for his mother,
Joan, also recently diagnosed with
the disease, as well as celebrities
Martha Stewart, Oprah Winfrey and
Ellen DeGeneres, in hopes of promotional assistance.
In October, Kent assembled a
group of 40 of Kubacki’s friends and
co-workers to walk
in the American Cancer Society’s Making Strides for Breast
Cancer walk-a-thon at
Roger Williams Park in
Providence.
“My goal is to be the
number one fundraiser
for cancer – at least in
Rhode Island,” she said.
As for Patty Kubacki, her prognosis is uncertain at this time,
but Kent said her friend has a
newfound strength to help others
through their treatment.
It is also the reason she named
her dog character Hope. “I truly believe that no matter what prognosis
or stage of cancer someone is challenged with, there is always hope,”
she said.
For more information, contact
Sue Kent at 401-624-2153 or visit
www.sitstayheal.com.
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FACES o f RIC

C

30-35 possible
and Bob Boberg,
songs to include
all of whom
in the show, alAlam describes
ways careful to
as gifted teachkeep a balance
ers.
between songs
“I think it is
that are new, old
important for
favorites, hustudents to feel a
morous, and of
connection with
course, one good
their teachers, in
power ballad,
order to get the
which, as Alam
most from their
said, is most
education,” said
often “the 11
Alam.
o’clock number.”
In addition to
Alam makes
performing at
sure
that each
wedding cersong
conveys a
emonies, private
particular meanparties, and
ing and is an
making appearCHRYS ALAM ’75
appropriate exances as a guest
pression of emoartist, Alam has
tions for the event. By the end of
enchanted listeners at the Stadium
the process, she has chosen 15-17
Theatre and St. Anne’s Arts and
songs that together, tell a story and
Cultural Center in Woonsocket, at
numerous venues throughout Mas- draw emotional responses from her
audience.
sachusetts, and at Connecticut’s
“The process of putting together
Hartford Club. She has also perthe
shows is my favorite part,”
formed in Clifden, Kenmare, and
Alam
said.
Parknasilla, Ireland.
Her latest show, Brides, Bells,
So, how does an artist like Alam
and
Bull Mastiffs: Pages from the
create and prepare a caberet show?
Diary
of a Wedding Singer, is less
After deciding on a theme, Alam
than
a
year old, and has been pertypically spends six to 10 months
organizing each of her one-woman formed throughout Rhode Island
and Massachusetts. Alam plans
cabaret shows. She makes a list of

on performing the show in Boston
during “Cabaret Month” in March.
The idea for Brides came about
when Alam was working with renowned cabaret artist and artistic
coach John O’Neil in Boston.
“When I was trying to find a
basic idea for the new show, John
said ‘think of something that you
know more about than the average
person,’” recalled Alam.
Without hesitation, she decided
to base the show on her almost 30
years of experience as a wedding
singer. This, she knew, would bring
about lots of laughter, some tears,
and would cause many audience
members to nod their heads in
agreement.
One of her most memorable moments as a wedding singer was
when she was told just before a
service began that two dogs – huge
bull mastiffs – would precede the
bridal party. The male dog wore a
top hat and bow tie, and the female
donned a veil. The female started
to “sing” with Alam during the
song One Hand, One Heart. One
of the dogs has since passed on,
but his spirit, and many of Alam’s
other favorite memories, live on in
Brides, Bells, and Bull Mastiffs.
For more information on Chrys
Alam and her performances, visit
her website, www.chrys-sings.com.

Electronic

Reamer’s classes, the professor
played the local NPR station’s recording of a story about Shelton
as a way to introduce him to the
students.
And when Reamer wanted his
students to learn about a wilderness therapy program for troubled
teenagers, he clicked on a website
video showing the Red Cliff ascent
program in progress, viewed on the
classroom whiteboard, which doubles as a video screen and teacher’s
notepad.
“I can run historical events into
the classroom as if they’re live,” he
said. “It not only adds authenticity
to the teaching, for many students
it’s more engaging.”
For a class reviewing a legal issue, he can go directly to the U.S.
Supreme Court website to read a
decision, search through passages,
look up the dissenting opinion – all
while class is in session.
“What used to take a week to
find now takes five minutes,” said
Reamer, who usually plans a twoand-a-half hour lesson for a threehour class, to allow for spontaneous in-class web research.
Teaching statistical concepts
used to mean that Reamer would
bring out his Binomial Probability
Demonstrator, a large bead-filled
gizmo that when flipped, illustrated
the theory of probability by quickly
filtering the beads through a maze.
Now, he can choose from several
websites that offer vividly colorful
graphics of cascading balls falling

in slow motion to clearly and captivatingly demonstrate the theory.
One website Reamer is very enthusiastic about is FirstGov.gov,
the U.S. government’s official web
portal. It provides one port of entry
for any federal source of information, and has links to state, local,
even tribal governments.
At the start of each course,
Reamer takes his students to Adams Library to familiarize them
with accessing the electronic resources it offers. Students can go
online through the library to access
numerous databases that can also
be retrieved at home with their student ID number.
Reamer also touted RIC’s
WebCT technology for online
courses. WebCT (World Wide Web
Course Tools) is a software package designed specifically for academic instruction. It offers dozens
of tools – audio clips, lectures, databases, external links, chatrooms
– for use in web-based learning.
Using a similar software, Reamer
teaches four-week continuing education courses for Brown University through its Addiction Technology Transfer Center.
The latest technologies, however,
are not a replacement for the give
and take in a classroom, cautioned
Reamer.
“While these are wonderful
teaching tools, they don’t supplant
traditional, in-class nonelectronic
lectures and discussion.”
He also believes there is a risk

that teachers will become too dependent on electronic resources.
“We should never lose sight of
the value of good old-fashioned
teaching,” he said.
Reamer stressed that an important part of his job is to encourage students to articulate their
positions, think on their own, and
analyze concepts. He also thinks
it is important for the teacher and
students to engage in dialogue and
debate verbally.
Relying too heavily on electronic
communication could minimize
the opportunity for what he called
the “teachable moment,” when a
student makes a valuable point that
leads to compelling discussion.
As to whether electronic learning
can aid in the learning process, he
said: “My hunch is that (students
are) grasping concepts more easily.”
The enhanced access to information and the ability to resummon
material with a mouse click also
allows students more opportunities to reinforce material. This, he
said, increases the likelihood that
students can learn more and retain
more. “I know I am retaining information better,” he added.
Certainly, the new electronic approach to education is not only here
to stay, it will continue to be refined, as more teachers embrace it.
With that in mind, Reamer has
some advice for those in the teaching profession: “Don’t invest in
chalk.”

hrys Alam – singer, entertainer, and educator –
shares her emotions with
wedding guests, and her passion for
melody with children. Alam graduated from RIC cum laude with a BS
degree in music education in 1975,
and is a music teacher at the Gordon School in East Providence.
Alam sings at wedding services
– not at receptions – performing
everything from The Glory of Love
to Ave Maria.
Alam’s wedding singing business began as a small venture in
2000. She named it Blue Skye Productions in 2005 as her career in
cabaret work began to take off. The
“e” on “Skye” represents a piece of
Alam’s Celtic heritage.
Alam said that generally, she is
perceived as a music professional
by her audiences because of the
quality of the performance. She
said that many brides and people in
the congregations tell her that they
sense a strong emotional presentation of her wedding service performances.
“That’s what the arts are all
about,” Alam said.
Alam said that as a student at the
College, her studies and career path
were greatly impacted by several
RIC faculty members, among them,
George Mack, Francis Marciniak,

Continued from p 1
available in the cyber-electronic
world is more recent – and only just
starting to be exploited.
More than ever, students can fully
experience a concept – visually,
audibly and textually – rather than
simply being aware of it through
notes in a lecture. This is important, Reamer pointed out, because
students learn in different ways.
“It provides students with a larger
number of hooks to hang their hats
on,” he said.
In two classrooms in the School
of Social Work, a computerized
podium console allows instructors
Internet access, DVD capability and
the means to display large-scale images while audio projects from wall
speakers.
“Students like variety – the mix
of lecture, discussion, electronic
demonstration,” said Reamer.
That mix could include a visit,
during class, to the National Public
Radio website to hear NPR’s This
I Believe essays on relevant course
topics read by the authors themselves or available as text.
The essay archives reach back 20
years, and include everyone from
William F. Buckley Jr. and Gloria
Steinem to Reamer himself, who
broadcast his essay on the program
last May.
When local activist Henry Shelton was about to address one of
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Looking Back...
Here at What’s News, we will feature historical photos from the College’s past. Please go to your scrapbooks and send us photos with as much information as possible. All photos will be handled carefully and
returned to sender. Send to: Rhode Island College, Office of News and Public Relations, Kauffman Center,
Providence, RI 02908.

WE ASKED…YOU RESPONDED: In our Oct. 3 Looking Back, we

asked if you recognized the students in
the Homecoming 1962 photo (WHERE
WERE YOU BACK IN ’62?).
Many of you responded, including
Carol (Ravenelle) DeVincenzo, who was
the proud owner (and sitting in the front
seat) of the 1954 Mercury in the photo.
Special thanks to DeVincenzo, Barbara
(Cartwright) Griffing ’65, and David Capaldi ’64, who identified many of those
pictured.
Among those in the photo below are
Jane Condon, John Di Tomasso ’64, the
late Mike Ranalli, Sandy (Arnone) Pitocchi
’67, Jeannine (Defalco) Vaughn ’64, Tom
Izzo ’64, Josephine (Squillante) Barksdale ’64, Barbara (Granieri) De Silva ’64,
Alberta (Turcone) Picozzi ’64, Kathleen
Gorman ’64, Carole King Miernicki ’64,
and the late Tom Pezzullo ’64 (in chicken
disguise), former RIC vice president for
development and college relations.

REMEMBER RADIOGRAM? According to the 1998 RIC yearbook, the College’s radio station, WXIN, under general manager Ben
Mesiti, produced a weekly morning show called Radiogram in 1997-98. It aired on Fridays at 8 a.m. and the on-air talent was
the “wild and wacky team” (we are quoting the yearbook here) of King B, Phil Rivers and Steve Bannon (pictured above). Any
avid listeners out there?

FOCUS ON

Faculty and Staff
Faculty and staff are encouraged to submit items about their professional endeavors to What’s News, Office of News and Public Relations, Kauffman Center, or email them to cpage@ric.edu.
John O’del,
assistant professor of management, will
have his chapter on “Exporting” published
in the forthcoming text,
International
EntrepreneurJOHN O’DEL
ship, edited by
Shawn Carraher, to be published by Information
Age Publishing Co. in the spring
of 2006.
Kate Sanders, associate professor of computer science, has
recently co-written an introductory
Java textbook,
Object-Oriented Programming in Java:
a Graphical
Approach, with
Andries van
Dam, a professor at Brown
University.
KATE SANDERS The book, published by Addison-Wesley
in August, takes an innovative approach to teaching the introductory
course in the computer science
major, focusing on object-oriented
design and programming and taking advantage of the visual appeal

of interactive graphics. Sanders
was also one of the co-authors of
a paper, “What Computer-Science
Students Don’t Know,” presented
at the First International Conference on Computer Science Education in Seattle, Wash., in October.
David Abrahamson, professor of mathematics, was recently
awarded the 2005 Distinguished
Teacher Award by the Mathematical Association of America’s
Northeastern Section. The award
was first established in 1991 in order to honor college or university
teachers who have been widely
recognized as extraordinarily successful and whose teaching effectiveness has been shown to have
had influence beyond their own
institutions.
Roger Simons, professor of
mathematics and computer science,
was recently nominated as one of
the nation’s leading teachers by
Sara Czyzewicz, a 2005 RIC graduate with honors in computer
science. This
recognition is
given to educators nominated
by exceptional
high school
and college
students for
having made a
ROGER SIMONS

difference in the students’ lives. Simons and the other nominees have
biographical sketches in this year’s
Who’s Who Among America’s
Teachers.
Diane R. Martell, assistant
professor of social work, has had
her new book, Criminal Justice
and the Placement of Abused Children, published by LFB Scholarly
Publishing LLC in New York. The
book examines the ways in which
the interventions of the criminal
justice and child protection systems overlap and impact each other
in cases of child abuse. It is part of
a series on new research entitled
Criminal Justice: Recent Scholarship, edited by Marilyn McShane
and Frank P. Williams, III.
Dianne Huling M ’87, greenhouse manager, presented a lecture
titled, “The Drakensberg: Its Flora
and Culture” this spring to the New
England Rock Garden Society.
Huling wrote a critique of the book
The Art of Garden Photography
by Ian Adams, published in the fall
2005 edition of The Quarterly, a
publication of the North American
Rock Garden Society. In addition,
Huling wrote an article for the fall
issue of the New England Rock
Garden Society Bulletin titled,
“Ray and Dianne’s Excellent Adventure: Flora of Newfoundland
off the Beaten Track.” The article

chronicled her 12-day trip this
summer to botanize the Arctic flora
of Newfoundland.
Huling’s photographs of the cliff
flora of Bodega Bay, Calif. and
the Fells, a rock garden at the Hay
Estate in Newbury, N.H., were featured on the rear cover of the North
American Rock Garden Society’s
spring and
summer 2005
editions of The
Quarterly. Her
photograph of
the Fells was
also featured
in the brochure
booklet for
the Northeast
Heather SoDIANNE HULING
ciety and the
North American
Heather Society’s joint annual conference this fall.
Huling received the New England Rock Garden Society’s service
award for the year 2005, which
was presented at the society’s annual meeting. She won first place
in class 4, Rock Garden Scene
and third place in class 2, Natural
Scene Featuring Wild Plants in the
fall 2005 international photography
contest sponsored by the North
American Rock Garden Society.
She also garnered nine honorable
mentions across all four classes.
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Promising Practices 2005 –

Lelia DeAndrade works to
prevent harassment in schools
BY

Chris Farrell ’07
Staff Writer

Her walk is
not intimidating. Her stature
is not imposing, yet she
tranquilizes the
most volatile
situations without even lifting a
finger.
To most teenagers she appears to
be another teacher, but she strikes
fear in every bully, not by her physical strength but through the power
of her words.
She is Lelia DeAndrade ’87, and
on Nov. 5 she returned to Rhode Island College to deliver the keynote
speech at this year’s Promising
Practices Multicultural Conference
and Curriculum Resource Fair.
DeAndrade is the associate director of the Center for the Prevention
of Hate Violence at the University
of Southern Maine.
After an introduction by RIC
President John Nazarian, DeAndrade said, “I had no idea that I
would maintain such a long relationship with RIC.” She went on to
thank her professors for their excellence in teaching and motivation,
then delivered a powerful keynote
address.
The topic of the speech, and the
focus of the conference, was what
DeAndrade deals with on a daily
basis: identifying and preventing
hateful language and crimes.
In DeAndrade’s opening remarks,
she asked audience members if
they thought their school was a
hostile environment. She used a
seven-point scale, with seven being
the most severe, and asked them to
rate their school. The average audience rating was a two.
Next, she asked for volunteers
to take the red piece of paper in
the center of the table and read it
aloud to the audience. The phrases
and quotes on the paper were some
of the vilest things one could say
about another human. They were

actual quotes from students –
many under 15 – that DeAndrade
had encountered in her career.
At the end of the exercise, a student in the audience said, “I feel
really bad because I have laughed
at those comments and I feel horrible.”
In the audience, people talked of
what happens in our schools everyday. The rating then rose to an
average of five.
“It begins with slurs and acceptance of language,” DeAndrade
said as she told the story of a boy
named John. “The boys in school
thought John was gay,” she said.
DeAndrade explained that slurs
were spit at him everywhere he
went. A group of boys attacked
him in the bathroom one day and
submerged his head in a toilet. Another day, John was walking home
after school when the boys tied a
noose around his neck and tightened it for over 30 seconds.
“Now I want everyone to pause
for 10 seconds,” DeAndrade said.
“Ten seconds has never felt so
long before,” said an audience
member who became aware of the
time lapse.
The story concluded with the
boys threatening to kill John with
a gun. Authorities were contacted
and the boy was not killed. DeAndrade then told the group “these
boys were only 12 years old.”
DeAndrade followed up with
some startling statistics. She said

LELIA DEANDRADE ’87
that 57 percent of students have
participated in bullying in the past
month, while 88 percent have
watched, and only 25 percent of
teachers have intervened.
“It all begins with language,”
DeAndrade repeated. “That’s the
first step in the pyramid theory.”
The theory states that most abuse
begins with language and slurs,
then physical abuse, and if it is not
stopped, murder.
“Teachers have a huge focus
on students’ lives. Your silence
indicates acceptance, ” said DeAndrade.
Conference workshops were
divided into two sections, and reiterated the message of the keynote
speech. They provided teachers
with booklets, pamphlets, and
strategies on how to make each
student’s learning environment

Nancy Diaz ’98 named Outstanding
Multicultural Educator
At the Promising Practices conference, Nancy
Diaz ’98, acting principal at the Met Regional Career & Technical Center, received the Outstanding
Multicultural Educator Award.
Diaz, a social studies teacher, was awarded for
continued efforts in keeping her school in a safe and
NANCY DIAZ
prospering environment.
She received a tuition waiver at RIC and had her name added to the
plaque of past winners. Nazarian described Diaz as a “truly exceptional
person,” for having created a safe haven for her diverse population of
students.

safe. One in particular was held by
the Youth Pride, Inc., which is a
safe zone initiative focused on gay,
lesbian, transsexual, and bi-curious students and teenagers. With
testimonials and one-act plays
that members of the organization
performed, educators learned how
to deal with students that have,
or want to come out of the closet.
Though not all workshops dealt
with the same topic, they all had
the same theme as DeAndrade’s
speech.
“You can be an island of safety,”
DeAndrade went on to explain as
she gave pointers at the conclusion
of her speech. “Ask your students
to talk about the meaning,” DeAndrade said referring to slang terms
used lightly these days.
“Ask them to explain the meaning, then tell them to wage their
culture wars on the sidewalk.
School is no place for those terms.
Make sure you speak on common ground. Tell them the way
you would want to be corrected,”
DeAndrade said. “The goal of my
work is safety. Make sure that every student feels safe,” DeAndrade
challenged the crowd.
DeAndrade wanted the audience
to keep in mind three main focus
points: Raise awareness of harassment, raise awareness of the negative and emotional impact it has on
your students, know the guidelines
for how to intervene.
Nearing the end of the speech
DeAndrade urged the crowd,
“Teachers have a huge impact on
students lives. Be a role model.”

RIC historical project wins Preservation Society award
Rhode Island College’s State Home and
School Project, which documents and preserves
the history of one of the oldest orphanages in
the U.S., has been chosen a winner of the Providence Preservation Society’s 2005 Preservation
Initiative Award for Education/Publications/
Community Involvement.
The State Home and School for Children (later known as the O’Rourke Children’s Center)
was the state’s orphanage from 1885-1979. It
was located on what is now RIC’s east campus.
A yellow cottage, once used as an orphan’s dormitory, is the last original structure remaining
from the home.
The State Home and School Project began
over three years ago, and is ongoing. It has re-

ceived over $400,000 in grants and donations
that resulted in the creation of a memorial to
the children who lived at the orphanage, three
videos and a recently released audio CD that
provides an oral history of the home through
interviews with former residents, employees
and volunteers.
The funds have also been used to begin restoration of the yellow cottage. Now in its first
phase, this major initiative will transform the
cottage into a child welfare resource center and
museum.
In a letter to the College announcing the
award, Preservation Society officials said, “The
project…serves as a model to other campuses
with historic properties to serve as stewards of

their resources while at the same time providing compelling interpretation of the site and its
meaning.”
“It’s wonderful that the project is being recognized in such a prestigious manner,” said
Patricia Nolin ’84 M ’87, coordinator of the
project and special assistant to the president at
RIC. “Our committees have worked diligently
to tell the stories of the State Home and School,
and how its history continues to impact the
state. History and preservation go hand in hand.
Therefore, receiving this award furthers our
mission and ultimate goals.”
The award will be presented at the society’s
annual meeting on Dec. 8 at Grace Episcopal
Church in Providence.
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RIC

Arts and Entertainment

Graphic design competition winners
on display at Bannister

O

utstanding design works chosen from an American Institute of Graphic Arts (AIGA)
competition will be on display in Bannister Gallery Dec. 8-23. An opening
reception for the exhibition will be held
on Dec. 8 at 7 p.m.
In all, 92 examples of art selected
from 4,200 entries to last year’s 365:
AIGA Annual Design Competition will
be showcased. The winning entries, all
created in 2003, were first exhibited at
the AIGA National Design Center in
New York City in December of 2004.
The show has since traveled to various
locations throughout the country.
The AIGA’s juried competitions celebrate excellence in contemporary North
American design and seek to promote
the value of design to a broader public.
The winning selections demonstrate

the process of design, the role of the
designer and the value of design. Both
aesthetic judgments and an evaluation
of communication eﬀectiveness were
considered.
The AIGA “sets the national agenda
for the role of design in its economic,
social, political, cultural and creative
contexts,” according to the organization’s website.

Gallery hours during exhibits are
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Thursdays,
noon-9 p.m. Closed weekends and holidays. Exhibits and events are free and
all are welcome to attend. Accessible to
persons with disabilities. For information on event dates and exhibit opening
receptions, check the website at www.ric.
edu/Bannister/ or call 401-456-9765.

Robynne Raye, 50 Cent Poster, Modern
Dog Design, Seattle, Wash.

Piano pair Richard and John Contiguglia
to appear in January Adams series concert
The Adams Foundation Piano Recital
Series – a new showcase for American
pianists – will return next month with a
concert by duo-pianists Richard and John
Contiguglia. The identical
twins, acclaimed for their
brilliance and versatility,
will perform Sunday, Jan.
22, 2006 at 2:30 p.m. in
Sapinsley Hall in the Nazarian Center.
The series, presented locally by The Performing Arts Series at RIC in cooperation with the
Rhode Island Philharmonic, seeks to re-establish
piano recitals in communities throughout the
United States.
For their RIC appearance, the Contiguglia brothers will
play the Franz Liszt Symphonic Poem No. 4 (Orpheus) and
Beethoven’s 9th Symphony (Choral), Op. 125 as transcribed
for two pianos by Franz Liszt. Richard and John consider the
Beethoven-Liszt 9th Symphony the greatest work ever written
for two pianos.
Born of Italian immigrants in Auburn, N.Y., the Contigug-

lias began collaborating as a piano duo at the age of five.
Since their London debut in 1962, which the London Daily
Telegraph described as setting “a new standard for this intimate form of music-making,” they have performed with major
orchestras throughout the world, and in venues
such as Carnegie Hall, the Lincoln Center, Kennedy Center and Queen Elizabeth Hall in London.
According to The New York Times, “The Contiguglias are first-rate pianists and interpreters,
and they bring a particularly poetic style to the
epic music that makes it sound poignantly humane.”
The brothers are also the proprietors of their
own recording company, Gemini CD Classics.
Tickets for Richard and John Contiguglia are $20 each. For
your convenience, tickets can be purchased as follows: in advance via VISA or MasterCard by calling 401-456-8144 from
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. weekdays; online at www.ric.edu/pfa; or in
person at the Roberts Hall box office until the time of the performance on the day of the event.

‘Eleanor Roosevelt’: a legacy lives on in the RIC Winter
Choral Concert
Libby Larsen, one of America’s
most prolific composers, offers a
glimpse into the life of former first
lady and humanitarian Eleanor
Roosevelt at this year’s Winter
Choral Concert at RIC.
The concert, conducted by Teresa Coffman, associate professor
of music, will be held on Dec. 9,
at 8 p.m. in Sapinsley Hall in the
Nazarian Center. The RIC Chorus,
Chamber Singers, and Women’s
and Men’s Chorus will also perform.
Larsen will be at the performance following a brief residence at the College in which she
coached the RIC ensembles in the
preparation and performance of her
works. Her cantata, Eleanor Roosevelt, highlights the concert.
Larsen has created over 200

works including Jack’s Valentine
and Witches’ Trio,.
Eleanor Roosevelt features the
talents of RIC voice instructor Susan Rodgers and Melody Ruffin
Ward, RIC associate professor of
dance.
The cantata was commissioned
by The New York Concert Singers
and premiered in 1996 at Merkin
Hall in New York City. The libretto
has 14 sections and includes a finale. The essence of Eleanor Roosevelt is represented through both
speaking (Ruffin Ward) and singing (Rodgers) voices.
In each section of the cantata,
“Eleanor” speaks about circumstances that have shaped her life as
a woman, a wife, and public leader.
Throughout the piece, the chorus
assumes many roles – friends,

crowds, individuals, and commentators.
In 1973, Larsen co-founded the
Minnesota Composers Forum now
known as the American Composers
Forum. She has received the 200304 Harissios Papamarkou Chair
in Education at the Library of
Congress, the Eugene McDermott
Award in the Arts from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
and a Lifetime Achievement Award
from the American Academy of
Arts and Letters.
Larsen has been hailed as “the
only English-speaking composer
since Benjamin Britten who matches great verse with fine music so
intelligently and expressively” by
USA Today.
“It is an extreme honor to work
with her, and all the ensembles are

grateful for this experience,” said
Coffman.
Admission is $2, free for RIC students, faculty and staff.

LIBBY LARSEN
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Winter Jazz Concert to heat up RIC gets plenty of credit for
holiday season Dec. 12
new Duke Robillard DVD

P

icture yourself in the 1930’s
sitting in a smoke-filled
lounge at a round cherry
oak table with a glass of scotch
on the rocks. You peer out of your
brimmed hat, tilted low to keep the
haze out of your eyes as Duke Ellington addresses the crowd. Suddenly you realize that the man in
front of you is not Sir Duke at all,
it is Joseph Foley, director of the
Rhode Island College Concert Jazz
Band.
The lounge you’re sitting in is
Sapinsley Hall in the Nazarian Center, and it’s not 1936, but Dec. 12,
2005. As you look at your watch
you realize it’s 8 p.m., time for the
annual Winter Jazz Concert at RIC.
The band, which Foley, an assistant
professor
of music
at RIC,
began
leading
this fall,
consists
mostly
of music
majors
at RIC.
They
recently
JOSEPH FOLEY
previewed their skills in front of a congregation in Cranston celebrating
its 100th anniversary.
“It was a baptism under fire,”
Foley said, “Eighteen players that
haven’t played together before…
with only 10 hours of rehearsal for

two hours of performance…they
still brought down the house!”
An accomplished musician,
Foley is a member of the Boston
Symphony, with whom he performed for three weeks in November. He has played a variety
of venues from beneath the Eiffel
Tower to the White House. He has
tutored trumpet at universities such
as MIT and Harvard.
Why choose to teach at RIC?
“There aren’t many places that offer full-time teaching jobs in this
part of the country,” Foley said.
“There’s sort of a music community here that embraces the performances.”
Growing up in New Hampshire
and living in Boston, he describes
RIC as a “dream job.”
“It’s a small school…the professors are terrific…it’s a place I have
no hesitation in endorsing.”
There’s no hesitation in endorsing the RIC jazz band either. Students from all ranges of musical
talent have come together in just
two months to put the finishing
touches on this month’s concert.
While the listeners are jumpin’
and jivin’ to The Chicken, they’ll
wonder if they are really in Sapinsley Hall with a college jazz band,
or in the House of Blues with Jaco
Pastorius.
So tell the snowmen to take
refuge, and leave your jackets at
home. The Winter Jazz Concert is
going to heat up the holiday season
with a performance that won’t stop
until it “brings down the house.”

A

concert for years, one that could
RIC professor, two stuperhaps become a DVD. Robillard
dents and two alumni
wanted the DVD to capture him
played a part in a new
and the musicians he was closest to
DVD by legendary blues guitarist
“in a relaxed environment, almost
Duke Robillard.
as if they were playing in his living
The DVD, A Special Evening
room,” said Palombo.
with Duke Robillard and Friends,
Particularly rewarding for Palwas recorded live at The Blackombo was the
stone River
opportunity
Theatre in Cumfor two current
berland. The 94students and a
minute disk fearecent alum to
tures two sets of
gain an internablues and jazz.
tionally distribPhilip Paluted DVD credit
ombo, associon their résumé.
ate professor of
Robillard, a
communications
founder
of the
shares producer,
seminal
Rhode
editor, author,
Island
horn
camera, and
band Roomful
video/audio post
of Blues, has
production credbeen performing
its on the DVD.
since the 1960s,
Anthony Finuand continues
cane ’03 and jua busy recordDUKE ROBILLARD’S NEW DVD
nior Matt Tente
ing and touring
worked camschedule.
eras, while junior Andres Zuniga
He has received the International
served as production assistant.
Guitarist of the Year award from
Russell Gusetti ’88 is managing
the French Blues Association, W.C.
director of the Blackstone River
Handy Guitarist, and was nomiTheatre.
nated for Producer of the Year and
“The synergistic energies around International Artist of the Year for
this project were tremendous and
Canada’s Maple Blues Awards.
when it started rolling it moved
Robillard’s upcoming area apquickly,” said Palombo.
pearances include the Union Blues
He had been told by an audio
in Worcester, Mass., on Dec. 10,
engineer friend that Robillard had
and at Chan’s in Woonsocket on
wanted to do a history of blues
Dec. 17.

RIC alums help make ‘Cinderella’s Christmas’ magic

TO CATCH A COACH: The Fairy Godmother (Sandy Cerel ’72, MAT
’77, left) has arrived in time to save the day and send Cinderella off to
the Christmas Ball in style – in a pumpkin! But Cinderella’s stepsister
Disgustia (Ali Angelone ’05, right) is very upset! Come see Cinderella’s
Christmas live on stage on Sunday, Dec. 11 in the Auditorium in Roberts Hall.

What happens when you
combine an ever popular
fairy-tale with Christmas
merriment? You have the Kaleidoscope Theatre’s musical
production, Cinderella’s Christmas, coming Sunday, Dec. 11
at 2 p.m. in the Auditorium in
Roberts Hall.
This holiday season event
features five RIC alums and
four current students among
its cast, crew and creative
team.
“I discovered during my time
at RIC that the theatre department is full of talented performers,” said Tommy Iafrate
‘05, Kaleidoscope Theatre’s
artistic director. “It is understandable that so many of our
actors come from the program.”
Cinderella’s Christmas was
written by David G. Payton
’77, Kaleidoscope’s executive
director. It is decorated with
holiday songs, special dances,
bright costumes, magical mo-

ments, and lots of audience
involvement.
RIC cast members include
senior Justin Robinson (Prince
Charming); Ali Angelone ’05
(Disgustia); senior Amanda
Genovese (Putricia); Sandy
Cerel ’72, MAT ’77 (Fairy
Godmother); and senior Tim
Caouette (Minister). Rob Ferland ’05 is sound engineer, and
senior Nicole Frechette is stage
manager for the production.
Kaleidoscope Theatre is a
Rhode Island-based company
that tours extensively throughout the United States. It has
received numerous honors,
most recently being named
the state’s best children’s theatre company by Rhode Island
Monthly magazine.
Admission to Cinderella’s
Christmas is $7 in advance and
$8 on the day of the performance. For tickets or for further
information, call the RIC box office at 401-456-8144.
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Celebrate…
the Tradition of Friendship,
the Beauty of the Season,
and a New Year of Peace and Happiness

Gewirtz Fund established

Join RIC President John Nazarian
for a Holiday Open House and
Tree Lighting Ceremony
Tuesday, Dec. 13
3:30 - 6 p.m.
President’s House
RIC campus
The tree lighting will take place outside the
President’s House at 5 p.m. followed by a
reading of A Visit from St. Nick by Patricia
Nolin ’84 M ’87, special assistant to the
president.

On Nov. 10, The Poverty Institute celebrated the
establishment of The Nancy H. Gewirtz Fund at
the Rhode Island Foundation. Gewirtz, who died
last year, was professor emerita of social work
at the College and co-founder and director of The
Poverty Institute. Above, RIC President John
Nazarian (right) presents a memorial resolution
from the Council of Rhode Island College recognizing Gewirtz as a tireless advocate for the less
fortunate to her daughter Rebekah, son Aaron and
husband, Henry.

Dolores Passarelli
’74, director of OASIS, reads at last
year’s Holiday Open
House and Tree
Lighting Ceremony.

Admissions Open House Nov. 12

ADMISSIONS OPEN HOUSE: (from top) Art Professor Heemong

Kim ’80 (back to camera) talks about the College’s art programs with
Carey Iacobucci (r) of Cranston West High School, and her mother,
Cathy, during the annual Admissions Open House in The Murray Center
on Nov. 12; Holly Shadoian ’73, director of admissions, addresses an
overflow crowd; the Newport Trolley loads with passengers going on a
campus tour during the event.

